
 
Internal Use 

Middle School - Water Cycle 
 
Time:  20 Minutes 
 
Overview: 

● The Water Cycle activity is a subset of the full eesmarts Solar Energy and The Water 
Cycle lesson.  

● Students try to answer the question, “Is the sun a pump?”   
● Students review a solar still model  
● Students are challenged to create their own model at home. 

 
Lesson: 
The Water Cycle activity is presented via a YouTube video. The link should be provided to 
students so they can view and follow along with the activities.   

● Water Cycle Presentation Video (14:47 min. on YouTube ) 
○ Resource:  Water Cycle Diagram 

● Optional  
○  Water Cycle Part 2: Challenge Presentation Video (6:13 min. on YouTube ) 
○ Optional assignment: 

■ Designing a Model of the Water Cycle Student Sheet 
 

 
Extensions: 
These are provided should you choose to give them to students for more information. 

● The Water Cycle article on Newsela 
○ Optional assignment: State two examples from the article supporting the 

conclusion that the water cycle has a significant effect on climate. 
● Earth's Water Cycle by Diana Dakers on epic! Books 

○ Optional assignment: Draw an explanatory model of the water cycle. 
 
 
 Science Standards: Next Generation Science Standards 

● The full eesmarts lesson Solar Energy and the Water Cycle meets these NGSS 
Performance Expectations: 

○ MS-ESS2-4:  Develop a model to describe the cycling of water through Earth’s 
systems driven by energy from the sun and the force of gravity.   

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1UIDteTVgk
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1H6F2fI44YXuYxZo3pEp2e92d_GpJ85lDy-TbdwfWy6M/edit#slide=id.p
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMucWAIw39o
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NPZp2VvSP8IR101c4hY-RIFkfL-eJANhN9X8cDwyL94/copy
https://newsela.com/read/natgeo-elem-water-cycle/id/44436/?search_id=8ece3e07-3236-4ca2-8e52-a1950b4588bc
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/53513
https://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/evidence_statement/black_white/MS-ESS2-4%20Evidence%20Statements%20June%202015%20asterisks.pdf

